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Census figures force shift in Amsterdam's wards

Population must be balanced in each sector

By Edward Munger Jr. Gazette Reporter

April 12, 2011

AMSTERDAM — One of the city’s five wards lost about 180 people over the past decade while another grew by nearly 300, according to figures released Monday.

The ward-specific population counts, drawn from 2010 Census data, are expected to affect the boundaries that make up the five wards of the city, which gained 265 people since 2000 and wound up with a population of 18,620.

The population of the county grew by 511 to 50,219, according to the Census figures released by the Montgomery County Economic Development and Planning Department.

The numbers mean that residents in the city’s 4th Ward, which gained 198 people and now has 3,922 residents, are being served by an individual vote on the Common Council that holds the same power as the vote from the 3rd Ward, which lost 180 people over the past 10 years and now has a population of 3,544.

In other words, the power of voters in the 4th Ward is diluted while the 3rd Ward’s power is strengthened until the ward boundaries are changed.

According to the city’s Charter, Common Council representation has to be reapportioned within three months of the release of the new Census figures, which would give the city a July 1 deadline to complete changes.

Economic Development and Planning Director Ken Rose on Monday said the city’s law is based on the principal of “one person, one vote.”

The city Charter calls for the Common Council to make adjustments in the wards “to assure that each ward contains, as nearly as practicable, an equal number of residents.”

A 2001 resolution by the county Board of Supervisors put the average city ward population at 3,671 each, and the county is suggesting each ward now contain 3,724 people.

To bring all of the wards as closely as possible to 3,724 people, the 4th Ward (the eastern part of the city) will have to be shrunk by 198 people and the boundaries of the 3rd Ward (the west end) will have to change to encompass 180 more people.

The next biggest change would be in the 5th Ward (the South Side and areas near the north side of the Mohawk River).

The 5th Ward, under suggestions by the county, would need to grow by about 41 residents and the 1st Ward (the north central part of the city) would have to lose about 24 people.

The most minor change, in terms of population, would take place in the 2nd Ward (the northeastern part of the city) which has a 2010 Census population of 3,723, just one off the suggested goal of 3,724.

Amsterdam 4th Ward Alderman William Wills on Monday said there hasn’t been a large number of homes built in the 4th Ward, so the bulk of population increase may be due to people moving into apartments.

Wills said there was a push this time around to ensure all people, including minorities such as the Latino population, are counted in the Census.

And it’s possible many of those who decided to be counted are Latinos, he said.

Census 2010 revealed Amsterdam’s Latino population grew to about 26 percent over the past decade from 2,941 up to 4,873.

Rose said figures breaking down the demographics within the city’s wards have not yet been developed.

Corporation Counsel Gerard DeCusatis on Monday said planning to shift the ward boundaries will begin soon.

He said it won’t be an easy task because the ward that lost the greatest numbers isn’t connected to the ward that gained the most, so it won’t be a matter of simply adding blocks from one to the other.
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